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skill and beauty, and deserve a careful study. But of all the por- 
traitures in the book, that of Mr. Webster is perhaps drawn with the 
firmest hand, and with the largest freedom and breadth. The subject, so 
simple in its grandeur, favored the artist, and he has reverently bent 
his full powers to the work. We should be glad, if our space allowed 
us, to give an extended analysis of several of these chapters. In the 
mean time, the subject is not exhausted, and we shall heartily welcome 
Mr. Parker again to the literary fraternity, bringing his treasures from 
near or from afar. 

The object of the second work to which we have referred, is to give 
a specimen or two of the eloquence of the most eminent American 
orators from the earliest period. No work since the compilation by 
Mr. Williston can compare with it in fulness. It begins with the speech 
of James Otis on the Writs of Assistance, in 1761, and ends with the 
New England Address of Seargent S. Prentiss, delivered in New 
Orleans, in 1845. It is a noble catalogue which thus stretches through 
the century, the least eminent names of which are worthy of honor- 
able mention in the republic. So far as we have observed, the selec- 
tions are well made, and illustrate, not only the power of the orators, 
but not unfrequently some of the grand questions of our history. To 
each name is attached a biographical sketch, which does not profess to 
be a discriminating estimate of the individual, but only to give some of 
the principal public events of his life. Though generally adequate, 
these sometimes fall short of what we desire, as also do the notes ac- 
companying the speeches. It would greatly add to the value of these 
fine-looking volumes without perceptibly increasing their bulk, if the 
main circumstances attending the delivery of the most important 
speeches, as well as their results, were more fully given. The engraved 
portraits are very acceptable illustrations of the book. Some of them, 
like that of John Randolph, are singularly w«suggestive of the charac- 
ter of the original, while others, like that of Hamilton from the spirited 
miniature of Mr. Gibbs, are in themselves new revelations of the power 
of those they represent. Such phrases as " his pamphlet over the sig- 
nature of Publius," and " who he assisted in his translation of Tacitus," 
are, undoubtedly, slips of the pen. 



7. — Memorials of the Chaunceys, including President Ohauncy, his 
Ancestors and Descendants. By William Chauncet Fowler. 
Boston. 1858. 8vo. pp. 304. 

Prominent among " the Fathers of New England " for his learning, 
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eloquence, genius, and piety, was Charles Chauncy, the second Presi- 
dent of Harvard College. A descendant of Chauncy de Chauncy, 
who in the year 1066 came into England with "William the Conqueror, 
he was baptized at Yardley-bury, Hertfordshire, November 5, 1592. 
Having proceeded Bachelor of Arts at Trinity College, Cambridge, in 
1613, he became soon after a Fellow of the College, and, being reputed 
one of the most finished scholars of the day, was at an early age chosen 
Professor of Hebrew, and subsequently of Greek. Leaving the Uni- 
versity with a high reputation as a preacher, he is said to have labored 
in the ministry for a time at Marston-Laurence, and in 1627 became 
vicar of "Ware in his native county. Falling, however, erelong under 
the censure of Archbishop Laud, and silenced for non-conformity, he 
took refuge in New England, arriving here in May, 1638. Having 
preached to great acceptance for three years at Plymouth, he was in 
1641 settled over the church in Scituate, where he remained about 
twelve years. Having during this time suffered not a little from the 
want of an adequate support, he was disposed to look with favor upon 
a pressing invitation from his old flock at Ware, and had gone to 
Boston to make arrangements for the removal of his family to England, 
when the presidency of Harvard College was offered him. This office 
he shortly after accepted, and until his death, February 19, 1672, a 
period of almost eighteen years, performed with entire success its 
various and responsible duties. 

It is the memorials of such a man, with those of his ancestors and 
descendants, which, with an affectionate regard for their virtues, Professor 
Fowler has gathered up and presented in the beautiful volume before 
us. This book claims not to be a mere genealogy of those bearing the 
name, with little besides tables of births, marriages, and deaths. "With- 
out neglecting these, it seems rather to have been the aim of the author 
to cover the bones with flesh and muscle, so that there stand out before 
us living, breathing men. Of the descendants of President Chauncy, 
never numerous, an unusually large proportion have received a liberal 
education, and many have attained to great eminence in the various 
professions ; as, for example, Rev. Charles Chauncy, D.D., pastor of the 
First Church in Boston ; Rev. Nathaniel Chauncy of Durham, Conn. > 
Charles Chauncy, LL. D., of New Haven, Judge of the Superior Court 
of Connecticut ; and his son, Charles Chauneey, LL. D., who stood in 
the front rank of Philadelphia advocates. 

The book abounds with letters and documents never before in print, 
of great interest, not to the family merely, but also to every student of 
history. Professor Fowler has done his work well, faithfully, and lov- 
ingly, and he deserves the thanks of every graduate of Harvard and of 
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the public generally, as well as of his own immediate relatives. In its 
typographical and general execution the book is among the best of the 
kind, and our only regret is, that so small an edition should have been 
printed, as to render it accessible to few except members of the 
Chauncey family. 



8. — Christian Days and Thoughts. By Kev. Ephraim Peabodt, 
D. D. Boston : Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 1858. 16mo. pp.304. 

The first sentence in the Preface to this volume shows its history and 
its purpose. " Dr. Peabody left directions that a volume like this, of a 
somewhat private and domestic character, should be prepared from his 
writings." Without such record, it is visibly a posthumous book. We 
feel this, in part, from the reverence creeping over the mind in its pe- 
rusal, at the many tokens of the author's absence. There are no little 
courtesies, as between the author and reader, — explanatory words, or 
other notata, — such as are naturally dropped along the way as the liv- 
ing writer prepares his book ; but, in a just and respectful restraint, the 
departed author is left to speak as one departed. The volume is the 
fruit of a dying pastor's care for " the young of his own Society," 
brought forth by the dutiful affection of a surviving and discerning 
friend. 

Fourteen Days, as Advent, Christmas, the New Year, etc., with Pref- 
atory Thoughts and Conclusion, compose the book. These, arranged 
in an historical and ecclesiastical order, might be compared to vases of 
porcelain filled with an incense of limpid, beautiful devotional thoughts, 
whose perfume will long linger in the hearts receiving them. 

The style of Dr. Peabody is truly exquisite. In these papers he 
commonly begins with a direct and brief account of the day which 
guides his thoughts, and, gathering impulse and direction from the origi- 
nal intent of the day, pursues some present useful end with a glowing 
yet chastened flow of discourse. His pages seem to us at times like a 
rich, almost royal drapery, fastened upon the reverend seasons they 
commemorate ; and though the pattern and form may agree with that 
others have furnished, the fabric and shade of color seem to us un- 
equalled. The author had the advantage, indeed, of a better, because 
freer, position than a professed Churchman occupies toward the same 
themes ; for no hedgerow of canonical or ritualistic rules and precedents 
constrained his mind. He was at liberty to avail himself of the occa- 
sions as an affectionate esteem for them prompted him. He enjoyed 



